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Holidays on the Circle: International Night
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CHINA IN THE NEWS

Alibaba announces pricing of global
offering

Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba
Group Holding Ltd. announced Wednesday
the pricing of the global offering of 500
million ordinary shares. The final offer price
for the global offering, which comprises
an international offering and a Hong Kong
public offering, has been set at H$176
(about US$22.) per share. The shares are
expected to begin trading on the main board
of the SEHK on Nov. 26, 2019 ...
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Andrew Yang Qualifies for December Debate
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Indiana Farmers Comment on
Taiwan Trade Mission
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CHILDREN's MUSEUM
ONE oF ‘CooLEsT PLACES IN THE WORLD

Purdue Room & Board Remain Unchanged for 2020-21

(photo courtesy of Children’s Museum)

The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis
has been recognized in the inaugural World’s
50 Coolest Place of 2019 by TIME for Kids,
a multimedia publication for school-age
children. The list is a showcase of education-
al, innovative, and fun destinations tailored
to the interests of kids.

“We are honored to have such a nota-
ble, global magazine recognize the world’s
largest children’s museum with such a pres-
tigious honor,” said Dr. Jeffrey Patchen,
president and chief executive officer, The
Children’s Museum. TIME for Kids gath-
ered nominations from its network of TFK
Kid Reporters and from young readers
around the world.

Here’s how the writer described the mu-
seum: “There are many children’s museums,
but none are quite as amazing—or as expan-
sive—as the Children’s Museum of India-
napolis. After all, it’s the largest children’s

museum in the world. Here, kids can learn
about dinosaurs, ancient Greece, outer-space
artifacts, and much more. In 2018, the mu-
seum opened the Riley Children’s Health
Sports Legends Experience. It’s a 7.5-acre
space where kids can play while learning
about the history and culture of sports. Ex-
perts are on hand to coach young athletes.
They can help them use their newfound
skills in football, basketball, hockey, golf,
car racing, and other sports. Kids can also
sculpt their own sports figures or record a
TV-ready sports broadcast.

Each nomination was evaluated on sev-
eral factors, including quality, originality,
sustainability, and accessibility.

“Our goal is to transform lives in positive
ways, and we are thankful for this wonder-
ful acknowledgment of the success of our
work,” said Patchen.

FesTivaL oF TREES KiCcKS uUP
A NoTcH wiTH TREES BY NIGHT

History CENTER TO STAY OPEN UNTIL 8 P.M. DEC 16 THROUGH 23

WEST LAFAYETTE - Housing availability
and affordability for Purdue University stu-
dents were among a long list of action items
Friday for the university’s Board of Trustees.
The board approved holding student room
and board rates steady for the 2020-21 aca-
demic year on the West Lafayette campus.
This makes the 8th straight year for steady,
or even lower, rates.

“Room and board is the second-largest
expense for our students and their families,
and as long as we can avoid raising the cost
without diminishing our commitment to ex-
cellence, it’s the right thing to do,” said Pur-
due President Mitch Daniels.

The university says board rates have been
reduced twice, the 2013-14 and 2014-15
academic years.

Other Purdue campuses aren’t so lucky.
Rates at Purdue Northwest in Hammond
will increase by about 2% and Purdue Fort
Wayne will see a nearly 3% hike.

Addressing the reoccurring shortage of
student dormitory rooms, trustees also gave
approval to the Division of Student Life to
lease 79 rooms at Aspire at Discovery Park.
Purdue says a total of 1,300 new beds, will

become available with the opening of two
new dorms.

Other board action:

- The trustees approved construction of a
$40 million facility dedicated to Data Sci-
ence. Purdue says the building will help the
university meet its goal to be a national and
global leader in the field of data science. As-
suming construction runs on time, the build-
ing is scheduled to open in 2022.

- The board also approved two new degree
programs: a Master of Science in defense
engineering and technology, and a Ph.D. in
aviation technology and management. The
new M.S. in defense engineering and tech-
nology with a concentration in expedition-
ary warfare will be in conjunction with the
Naval Surface Warfare Center Crane Divi-
sion, Naval Sea Systems Command.

- The board has named Chris Ruhl chief
financial officer and treasurer, effective
January 1. He was also elected to serve as
treasurer of the Board of Trustees. Ruhl suc-
ceeds Bill Sullivan, who has served in the
position since 2014 and announced in June
his retirement effective at the end of 2019.

(Image courtesy: Purdue/Alex Kumar)

The Indiana Historical Society (IHS) is
upping the wow factor of Festival of Trees
with Trees by Night. Guests can experience
the holiday enchantment, Dec. 16 through
23, when the Eugene and Marilyn Glick In-
diana History Center, located at 450 W. Ohio
St. in downtown Indianapolis, stays open
until 8 p.m.

Throughout the run of Trees by Night,
guests will see the twinkling lights of 92
elaborately decorated trees located through-
out the History Center. Dozens of new
themes are complimented by plenty of trees
built from creative materials, such as wine
bottles, chairs and even an Apollo space
rocket constructed by students from Neil
Armstrong Elementary School in Moores-
ville, Ind. Each guest will receive a ballot to

cast a vote for Festival of Trees fan favorite.

Other family-friendly activities include
searching for The EIf on the Shelf or the
Weihnachtzgurke, 10 pickle ornaments hid-
den in trees throughout the building. On
Friday, Dec. 20, guests 21 and up can enjoy
Friday Night Lights with a complimentary
wine from Chateau St. Michelle Wine Es-
tates. Additional refreshments will be avail-
able for $5 each.

Admission to Festival of Trees, including
Trees by Night, is $13 for adults, $12 for se-
niors and $5 for kids (ages 5 to 17). Tickets
are $2 for Access Pass holders. Admission is
free for IHS members, educators and mili-
tary members, as well as children younger
than 5.

Holcomb Details 2020 Priorities

Governor Eric Holcomb unveiled his
2020 Next Level Agenda today during a trip
to Terre Haute. Among the governor’s pri-
orities are enacting legislation to curb dis-
tracted driving, raising the age requirement
for buying tobacco and e-cigarettes to 21,
and redesigning the state’s prison education
system.

In a news release, Holcomb said Indiana
has become a “destination of certainty and
stability,” however more work needs to be
done.

“As | travel the state, | hear people con-
cerned about rising health care costs, the
increase in youth vaping, and our education

(Photo courtesy of Governor Holcomb's office)

and training systems,” Holcomb said. “My
goal is to listen and lead by finding solu-
tions to build a bolder, brighter future. These
aren’t just lofty goals — they are obtainable
solutions to improve the lives of Hoosiers
around Indiana. We are on course, full steam
ahead, for our state to become the absolute
best place in America to grow as an indi-
vidual, a family, a business and as a com-
munity.”

The Next Level Agenda includes five “pil-
lars” that lay out the governor’s legislative
and administrative priorities for 2020.

- Cultivate a strong and diverse economy

- Maintain and build the state’s infrastructure
- Develop a 21st century skilled and ready
workforce

- Public health and the drug epidemic

- Deliver great government service
Holcomb’s office says the 2020 agenda
saves Hoosiers more than $125 million in
borrowing costs by using $300 million in
cash now to fund capital projects.

Winterlights at Newfields

It’s very merry. It’s bright. Winterlights
returns for a third year, making it an official
holiday tradition in Central Indiana. Cre-
ate even more memories this season with
friends and family as you stroll through our
spectacular Winter Wonderland, sip apple
cider or hot chocolate (spiked options are
available for adults) and make s’mores over
a fire pit.

Watch lights dance to music on the Lil-
ly House lawn and stop to take photos at
the Snowflake Bridge, Frosted Forest and
other illuminated displays throughout the
grounds. Special glasses will be available
that transform every one of the 1.5 million
lights into a shimmering snowflake.

Guests can also revisit another beloved
Newfields tradition, Deck the Halls at the
Lilly House, during Winterlights. Each
room in the elegant, historic mansion will

Indy Asian American Times

feature decorative surprises, including
beautiful holiday floral arrangements.
4000 N Michigan Rd
Indianapolis, IN 46208
(317) 923-1331
www.discovernewfields.org

Web Site: www.indyaat.org

REMINISCENCE

By Dr. Patrick Lau

“Now | am in my eighties, and | have
known the joys and sorrows of a full life.
Age, however, has its privileges. One is
to reminisce, and another is to reminisce
selectively.”

~Rose Kennedy

My wife, Peggy, and | spent the third
weekend of last August in Toledo, Ohio for
the celebration of my father-in-law’s 90th
birthday. We took the opportunity to visit
the Lambertville Clinic in Lambertville,
Michigan, where | conducted a general
practice with Dr. James Hill in the 1970’s.
We rendered primary medical care includ-
ing treatments of minor trauma, such as
simple fractures and lacerations. We also
made house-calls, a practice almost all
physicians have long abandoned.

Speaking of lacerations, one Sunday

afternoon in summer at home, | acciden-
tally dropped a glass soda bottle on my
bare right foot and sustained a laceration
an inch in length. | speedily drove to the
clinic five minutes away; [ made it in two
and a half minutes. I swiftly sutured up my
laceration. According to the AMA code of
medical ethics’ opinion, physicians gener-
ally should not treat themselves. But “Des-
perate times call for desperate measures”.
(This adage is believed to originate with
a saying coined by Hippocrates: “For ex-
treme diseases, extreme methods of cure,
as to restriction, are most suitable.”)
Our patients were down to earth and very
respectful. | still vividly remember a few
patients, particularly an old couple, Fred
and Frieda. They were always bickering at
each other about trivial matters, yet they
cared for each other very much. I suspect
that it was the way they expressed their
love to each other. Love means never
having to say you’re sorry? Robert Frost
wrote, “Love is an irresistible desire to be
irresistibly desired.”

Dr. Hill volunteered to serve as
the team physician for the Bedford High
School football team. When he was on
vacation, | covered for him, tremendously
enjoying the fifteen minutes of fame as

Dr. Lau and wife Peggy

the team physician. | was recruited to be
one of the deputy medical examiners in
Monroe County. | signed quite a few death
certificates; the deceased were not my pa-
tients in the clinic.

It was at the Lambertville Clinic
where | met Peggy, who was a medical as-
sistant then. (When our elder son was in
high school and the younger one in middle
school, she went back to college to acquire
her B.B.A., B.S. in Computer Science and
M.S. in Management Information System.)
Incredibly, the clinic looked exactly the
same as | left 40 years ago for a radiology
residency at Mount Sinai Medical Center
and a fellowship at University of Illinois
at Chicago. The brick and cedar wood ex-
teriors, the red front and back doors, the
pole lights and the landscape remained un-
changed. Sadly, Dr. Hill passed away. A
AR5, BRTERE R HE .  Nev-
ertheless, AZ##=, the Lambertville
Clinic has been transformed into a dental
clinic operated by three dentists.

Standing in the parking lot (see
picture), Peggy and I reminisced about the
time we worked together in that building,
dedicatedly tending the sick, and those
happy moments we shared in the past as
well. Michael Stein once said, “What can
ever equal the memory of being young
together?” It brought back so many good
memories. Those were the days. Four de-
cades seemed like yesterday. 2J#B/R %2 3
FFRIE, RS, —DFIRMER
B DR, WS ENE
Ao MBEEHELKZ A, BIERRER
ABREELF, MERE, BFIE—HAR
|, EBAREREIGR, ANAEHRAAGETR
It is great to reminisce about good memo-
ries of the past.

William Shakespeare: “What’s past
is prologue.”

IU Trustees Make Test Scores Optional

BLOOMINGTON - Students who intend
to apply to any Indiana University campus
might not have to fret over their scores from
ACT or SAT exams.

The U Board of Trustees on Friday ap-
proved a change in policy allowing the
schools to opt out of using the standardized
test scores as a basis for admission.

Faculty leadership from each campus will
now have its chance to set its own rules on
the test-optional admissions policy.

The board says academic success at the
college level depends on a range of factors,
saying high school GPA may be a better pre-
dictor of academic success at college.

Email: editor@indyAAT.org China.journal.indiana@gmail.com

“We also know that for some students, a
standardized test score may not show all that
a student is capable of and tell the full story
of his or her potential,” said David Johnson,
vice provost for enroliment management at
IU Bloomington. “The integrity of 1U’s aca-
demic excellence remains unchanged, while
at the same time we’re expanding access to
the university and the opportunities an 1U
degree offers.”

With this potential change in policy, stu-
dents will be able to choose whether their
standardized test scores are considered dur-
ing the admission process. If approved, the
new policy would take effect for students
applying for the fall 2021 semester.

P.O. Box 852, Carmel, IN 46082-0852
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CHINA IN THE NEWS

Joanna Zhou (%),
now residing in Knoxville
TN, immigrated to
Indianapolis  with her
husband from Beijing in
2013, where she worked
in  Human Resources
for a U.S. Fortune 500
company.  She enjoys
her new life with her
husband and kept in
touch with her IAAT

friends and readers
by contributing to this
column.

Chinese mainland, Macao sign currency
swap deal

China’s central bank said Thursday it has
inked a currency swap deal with the mon-
etary authority of the Macao Special Ad-
ministrative Region. The deal will allow the
two sides to swap a total of 30 billion yuan
(about US$4.3 billion) for 35 billion patacas
and vice versa. The move is aimed at main-
taining financial stability and supporting the
economic and financial development of both
sides. The agreement will be valid for three
years and can be extended by mutual consent.
A currency swap deal allows two institutions
to exchange payments in one currency for
equivalent amounts in the other to facilitate
bilateral trade settlements and provide liquid-
ity support to financial markets.
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Self-Driving taxis hit roads
in south China city

China’s smart mobility company, WeRide,
on Thursday announced the launch of a trial
run of self-driving taxis in Guangzhou, capi-
tal of south China’s Guangdong Province. A
fleet of dozens of L4-class autonomous driv-
ing cars, named RoboTaxi, was introduced to
roads in a 144 square kilometer area in the
city. The Nissan pure electric vehicles are
installed with WeRide’s newest autonomous
driving software and hardware. They are
consistent with other taxi cabs owned by the
Guangzhou Baiyun Taxi Group in appear-
ance and use the same taxi meters. WeRide
teamed up with the largest taxi company in
south China in August to launch the self-driv-
ing taxi business.
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BMW, Great Wall Motors start building

new China plant for NEVs

German automaker BMW has teamed up
with its Chinese partner Great Wall Motor
to build a new factory for new energy ve-
hicles (NEVs) in east China’s Jiangsu Prov-
ince. The new plant, due for completion in
2020 in the city of Zhangjiagang, will pro-
duce BMW?’s electric MINIs and Great Wall
Motors models, with a capacity of 160,000
cars per year, according to the groundbreak-
ing ceremony held Friday. BMW and Great
Wall Motors are investing 650 million euros
(about US$715 million) in their joint venture
Spotlight Automotive Ltd. to build the fac-
tory. “This joint venture will enable us to
produce a larger number of MINI-brand ful-
ly electric vehicles at attractive prices for the
world market,” said Nicolas Peter, a member
of BMW AG’s Board of Management.
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Beijing-Zhangjiakou high-speed railway
line starts test runs

The high-speed railway line connect-
ing Beijing and Zhangjiakou in north Chi-
na’s Hebei Province started test runs Tues-
day, China Railway Beijing Group Co. Ltd.
said. The first test-run train left the Beijing
North Railway Station Tuesday morning,
which marked the beginning of the test runs
of the railway line. During the test runs,
high-speed railway trains run at 385 kph
and bullet trains run at 350 kph, meeting the
requirement that the highest test train speed
be 10 percent higher than the designed
speed. Beijing-Zhangjiakou’s high-speed
railway is 174 km long, including 70.5 km
in Beijing and 103.5 km in Hebei, with a
maximum designed speed of 350 kph. The
railway line is a major project for the 2022
Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games.
Expected to be put into operation by the end
of 2019, it will cut the travel time between
the two cities from more than two hours to
one hour.
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New air route links
east China city, Bangkok

A new air route opened Monday, linking
the city of Yantai, east China’s Shandong
Province, with Bangkok, capital of Thai-
land. The route, scheduled every Tuesday,
Friday and Sunday, is operated by Shandong
Airlines with round-trip flights that connect
in the city of Linyi. This is the airlines’ first
air route linking Yantai and southeast Asia.
The route will promote economic and trade
cooperation, cultural communication and
tourism development between Shandong
and Thailand.
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Café Baby to Open
First Retail Location

An Indianapolis company that produces
and delivers freshly-made baby food is
marking another milestone. Café Baby has
announced plans to open its first brick-and-
mortar location on the city’s northeast side
next year. Co-founder Jeannie Marrugo
says the new space, which will include a
retail component, will allow the company
to meet the growing demand for its products
throughout the state and beyond.

Alaska Airlines Adds
From Indy

Flight

Another daily, nonstop flight from
Indianapolis to the West Coast will be
available in spring 2020. Alaska Airlines
plans to add a seasonal flight to Seattle,
marking its second flight to the city from
Indianapolis International Airport.

Celadon  Bankruptcy  Goes

Beyond Indiana

The bankruptcy announcement of
Indianapolis-based trucking firm Celadon
Group Inc. is being felt not only through
Indiana’s trucking sector but throughout the
national trucking industry. The company
announced Monday it had filed for Chapter
11 bankruptcy and is immediately shutting
down business operations. Logistics
Management, a B2B transportation and
trucking publication, says the closing is the
“largest truckload bankruptcy in history.”

Former Celadon Execs Indicted
for Fraud

The former chief operating officer and
chief financial officer of Indianapolis-based
Celadon Group Inc. are facing multiple
fraud charges. The U.S. Department of
Justice says William Eric Meek and Bobby
Lee Peavler have been indicted for their
alleged roles in a securities and accounting
fraud scheme that resulted in a more than
$60 million drop in shareholder value.

Rise’n Roll Bakery Coming to
Fishers District

An Amish bakery known for its
homemade,  preservative-free  donuts,
cookies, pies and cinnamon rolls is coming
to Fishers District. The franchise will be the
bakery’s 12th Indiana location.

1933 Lounge to Open at ‘The
Yard’

The Indianapolis-based parent of St.
Elmo Steak House, Harry & Izzy’s and
Burger Study will today open its 1933

Lounge by St. Elmo concept at The Yard at
Fishers District. Huse Culinary says it is the
first of two establishments it will manage at
the $110 million culinary and entertainment
hub.

STANLEY Focuses
Security Trends

Fishers-based STANLEY Security
Solutions Inc., a division of Stanley Black
& Decker (NYSE: SWK), has released its
outlook for data security for the approaching
year. The 2020 Industry Trends Report
indicates cloud technology, network security,
and machine learning will be further utilized
in 2020.

on 2020

Data Health Project Aims to
Boost Student Performance

A charter school in Indianapolis is
using data on visits to the school nurse to
improve student academic performance.
Paramount Schools of Excellence, which
has three campuses on the city’s east side,
found students who visited the school
nurse more frequently had lower academic
performance. The statistic led to the creation
of the Paramount Health Data Project.

Nestlé Plans $200M Anderson
Investment

Nestlé USA is continuing to grow its
Anderson operations. Our partners at The
Herald Bulletin report the company plans to
invest more than $200 million to purchase
and install new equipment in the facility, and
create 30 jobs.

Rohrman Gives Purdue $15M,
Receives Naming Rights

When the Purdue Boilermakers
kick off next football season, it’ll be on
Rohrman Field at Ross-Ade Stadium. The
Purdue University Board of Trustees today
approved a $15 million gift from the Bob
Rohrman family, who in return received
naming rights.

Indiana DOE Awards
Language Programs

Dual

The Indiana Department of Education
has awarded nearly $300,000 in grants,
allowing 10 elementary schools to continue
their Dual Language Immersion Programs.
Another elementary will be able to begin a
new language program with the additional
funding.

Lilly to Combine
Organizations

Oncology

Indianapolis-based Eli Lilly and Co.
has announced an initiative to combine
the Lilly Research Laboratories oncology
organization and Loxo Oncology, which
was acquired by Lilly earlier this year. The
new organization will be known as Loxo
Oncology at Lilly.

New tools help weigh investment

merit of college choices

A college education is one of life’s
costliest investments, so you want to maxi-
mize your return on that investment.
ents naturally want their children to have the
brightest future possible, which traditionally
meant sending junior to the “best” school he
or she can get in. According to conventional
wisdom, buying the “best” education possible
is an “automatic/no brainer” investment deci-
sion that offers prestige (for parent, as well as

Par-

student), opens doors and enhances earning
potential.

Unfortunately, conventional wis-
dom can be anything but wise, whether you’re
talking about investing in your child’s college

Indy Asian American Times

education or your retirement. As with any
investment, price is what you pay, but value
is what you get. An 18-year old making the
“wrong” decision about what school to attend
and/or what to study can negatively impact the
financial lives of both child and parent for de-
cades after graduation.

Fortunately, there are new tools

Web Site: www.indyaat.org

available to assist families in weighing the ob-
jective investment merit of schools and fields
of study and making more informed decisions.

On November 20 the Department of
Education for the first time uploaded data on
student debt levels and first-year earnings of
graduates for a particular college based on what
they studied on its College Scorecard (https://
collegescorecard.ed.gov) consumer website,
which provides information on more than
36,000 programs at about 4,400 colleges. Pre-
viously, users could only see median earnings
and debt for all graduates of a given school.
Different majors obviously have a wide range
of starting salaries, so for a school offering nu-
merous majors, median figures combining all
majors were not particularly useful.

For instance, if you select Purdue
University—Main Campus, you’ll see its
graduates have  “Salary After Completing”
ranging from $24K-$85K (one year after
graduation), “Median Total Debt After Gradu-
ation” ranging from $14K-$27K and Average
Annual Cost of $14K (for federal financial aid
recipients, the in-state cost of attendance minus
any grants or scholarships received). You can
“drill down” to see the Average Annual Cost
ranges from $5,019 (Family Income $0-$30K)
to $21,159 (Family Income > $110K).

You can see Purdue’s 10 highest
earning fields of study, all of which are degrees
in “STEM” (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math). Computer Science majors led the
way with $84,800 in median earnings. Simi-
larly, you can see the 10 fields of study with the
least amount of debt. Graduates with degrees
in Agricultural Mechanization had the lowest
median total debt of $14K and monthly loan
repayment of $145 (assuming a 10-year loan).

While you can look-up every pro-
gram Purdue offers, the data on earnings and
debt represent only students who received fed-
eral financial aid. It’s also important to note
the data on debt and payments exclude pri-
vate and Parent PLUS loans, which can be

Email: editor@indyAAT.org China.journal.indiana@gmail.com

significant. Finally, to protect privacy, there is
no salary data published on programs with few
students.

PayScale’s 2019-2020 College
Salary Report (www.payscale.com/college-
salary-report) utilizes alumni salary data of
3.5 million respondents, representing more
than 4,000 colleges and universities across the
U.S. to rank individual schools and majors.
Ranking schools based on “Mid-Career Pay”
(median salary for alumni with 10+ years’ ex-
perience) for alumni with bachelor’s degrees,
Harvey Mudd College comes out on top at
$158,200. “Majors that Pay You Back” uses
the same criteria to rank Petroleum Engineer-
ing as the highest earning degree at $176,900.
PayScale also lists the “Best Schools for Ma-
jors” and “Common Jobs for Majors.”

There are important differences be-
tween the College Scorecard (“CS”) and Pay-
Scale (“PS”). PS offers data on salary-only,
“Early Career” and “Mid-Career,” but cost and
attendant debt are also very important consid-
erations. Unlike CS, PS doesn’t restrict its data
to students receiving federal financial aid, so
its rankings may be more robust. Similarly,
whereas CS salary data is limited to one-year
from graduation, PS accounts for individual
majors/careers having different earnings tra-
jectories.

There’s more to the decision of

where to go to college and what to study than
dollars, but both students and parents must
know how much their college experience will
cost and how they’re going to pay for it. “We’ll
figure it out later” is a recipe for financial pain
that can be a soul-crushing reality long after the
fond memories of college have faded.
As my friend Pete the Planner says, “If done
correctly, the conversation about money and
college between a parent and their child will be
some of the most difficult conversations they
ever have. There’s much at stake. Stability,
independence, retirement, careers and relation-
ships all hang in the balance.”
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Allisonville Eye Care Center
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* IRl FRAREE * Myopia Control, Contact Lenses
* AR, 1 R s B AL ) P e S * Management of Glaucoma, diabetic
BEWMT RIS Retinopa.th.y, and MaCl.J|al‘ Degen.e.ration
L * sk s pm e Yy H LA RS * Laser Vision Care, Binocular Vision

Disorders

* FZFU 1 L 1F g5 : TR
2 BUAE AT AREE H 0 * Accredited Dry Eye Center

Mark Roark, OD, FAAO Daniel Bollier, OD.
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Family Eye Health Care for Adults and Children Corneal Refractive Therapy (CRT) and Other Myopia Control Methods

Office Hours: Address: Easy St ;
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1. BHEHEEE Pain & Glory

In any life, there’ s only so much time to do all
we want and need to do. In Pedro Alm 6 dovar’ s
Pain & Glory, Antonio Banderas gives the perfor—
mance of a lifetime as 60—ish filmmaker Salvador
Mallo—a stand—in, more or less, for Alm 6 dovar

himself—who’ s in so much physical pain that
he’ s uncertain whether he’ 1l ever work again.
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Worse yet, his suffering is so intense that he
may not care; instead of life after death, he’ s set—
tling for death before death, a premature leave—
taking that’ s a betrayal not just of his gifts, but of
the time on earth any of us are given. sk
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But an anniversary screening of one of his older
films sets off a chain of events that shifts everything:
A lost love reappears as if conjured from a dream,
and other bits of his past—particularly recollec—
tions of his mother, played as a young woman by a
radiant Penelope Cruz—reassemble into a joyous,
haunting interior monologue that demands to be

explored visually, through his art.
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Pain & Glory may be Alm 6 dovar’ s most re—
splendent and moving film, a panorama of vibrant
paint—box colors and even more intense emo—
tions—and a hymn to the mysterious whatever—it—
is that keeps any of us going, in the years, months
or days before our bodies betray us.
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2. 28 A The Irishman

The world doesn’ t need another gangster
movie, not even one from Martin Scorsese—or so
you may have thought before The Irishman.
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Scorsese” s 3%2—hour saga is based on the sto—
ry of real—life low—level mobster Frank Sheeran
(played, superbly, by Robert De Niro), who claims
to have killed Jimmy Hoffa (a marvelous Al Pac—
ino), the onetime Teamsters president who disap—
peared in 1975.
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For roughly its first two—thirds, The Irishman
is hugely entertalmng Then it shifts into something
far more con lex. It’ s a melancholy mob ep 1c
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Once Upon a Time---in Hollywood

Quentin Tarantino concocts a fantasy in which
Sharon Tate—the actor murdered by Manson fam—
ily members in 1969—gets the much happier end—

ing she deserves. N
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Margot Robbie plays Tate in a small but potent
role; she’ s the patron spirit of a late—1960s Hol—
lywood in which a has—been actor (Leonardo Di—
Caprio) and his stunt double and buddy (Brad Pitt)
struggle to find their lace
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This is Tarantino’ s most affectionately detailed
picture, filled with tenderness for a lost Hollywood,
and a lost era of filmmaking.
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4. {EIAIE Marriage Story

Adam Driver and Scarlett Johansson, both as—
tonishing, star as a married couple in the midst of
breaking up: To their horror, and ours, their at—first
amicable split grows into a monster they had no idea

they were c%pable of creauin& )
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This is Noah Baumbach’ s most emotion—
ally ragged movie, an acknowledgment that com—
promlﬂes aren’ t nuisances that detract from life;
they’ re the stuffit’ s built on.
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5. /MEA Little Women

Greta Gerwig’ s verdantly alive adaptation of
Louisa May Alcott’ s evergreen 150—year—old
novel—starring Saoirse Ronan as the ambitious and
vibrant Jo March—captures the book’ s spirit and
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It also cuts to the reason Alcott’ s ideas still
resonate: she knew how it felt to yearn for some—
thing more, even when you’ re not sure what that
somethmg more is.
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6. 45 Parasite

Korean director Bong Joon Ho’ s black com—
edy—thriller, about an impoverished family who
scheme their way into an upper—crust household,
artfully explores resentment between the haves and
the have—nots. )
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Even more striking is its deep humanity: both
the scammers and the scammed earn our sympathy.
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Parasite is today’ s answer to filmmaker Jean
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Renoir’ s famous line, “The awful thing about
life is this: evengone has their reasons.
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7. F117] tH#H Knives Out

Writer—director Rian Johnson’ s ensemble
whodunit—about a family fighting over the will of
an eccentric mystery writer—is so beautifully made
that it skims by in a flash.
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whodunit: FEHE/ING; HE NG

Ana de Armas gives a wonderful performance as
the young woman, a nurse who also happens to be
an 1mm1grant at the heart of the intrigue.
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This gorgeously layered film 1s great fun to
watch, but it’ s also perfectly placed in our era.

We’ re killing one another, but with something
that’ s the (}!:poslte of kindness.
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kill (one) with kindness:
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8. W ZZE4F Dolemite Is My Name

Eddie Murphy stars as Rudy Ray Moore, the
real—life performer who financed and starred in an
ultra—low—budget 1975 movie—featuring a flashy
hustler named Dolemite—that became both a hit
and the stuff of legend
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Directed by Craig Brewer, this movie is about
ambition taking flight against all odds. It’ s also
pure joy, and as Dolemite himself would tell you,
you never kick that out of bed.
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A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood

Marielle Heller’ s beautifully made film isn’ t
a biopic of celebrated children” s TV host Fred
Rogers. Instead, it shows his ideas in practice, tell—
ing the story of an unlikely friendship between Mr.
Rogers (Tom Hanks) and a sour journalist (Mat—
thew Rhys) riven with anger issues.
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Rogers was all about kindness, but Heller’ s
movie highlights another of his tenets: we have to
give ourselves permission to feel everything in order
to make peace with the things that threaten to tear
us apart.
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10. X KB Hustlers

Two exotic dancers (Constance Wu and Jenni—
fer Lopez), both single mothers needing to provide
for their families after the 2008 crash, hatch a highly
illegal scheme to charm clueless Wall Streeters out

of their money.
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Director Lorene Scafaria’ s Hustlers is live—
ly and funny, as well as a reminder that it’ s of—
ten women—and their children—who suffer most
when an economic system driven largely by men
collapses. When the going gets tough, the tough---
hustle.
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